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ARTS CAPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
Grievance 

MR HYDE (Perth) [9.30 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Culture and the Arts and concerns arts capital 
infrastructure.  I raise this as someone who is passionate about the arts and the many activities that occur in my 
electorate of Perth.  One does not have to be Einstein to appreciate that Perth is the poor relation of capital cities 
in Australia in the arts venues it has.  Many promises have been made over the years, but they have not been 
backed up by investment in capital arts infrastructure.  Before becoming a member of Parliament, my one 
exposure to the estimates process in Parliament was in reviewing the forward estimates for the arts under the 
previous Government.  That Government’s gigantic investment in capital arts infrastructure was a chiller for the 
airconditioning at His Majesty’s Theatre.  The money spent on that chiller was the sum total of arts investment in 
the State of Western Australia by the coalition Government.   

Under the Gallop Government, following the Australian Labor Party’s election commitments, the minister has 
made a number of budget allocations for arts investment.  However, we need to get out of this tiny one to four-
year estimates cycle and plan ahead for the arts needs of this capital city of the largest State in the world and of 
the most dynamic economy in the Indian Ocean rim.  We need to acknowledge that the arts are not only as valid 
and as important as mining and other activities in this State but also as big an economic driver.  We already 
know that the central business district of Perth is the biggest tourist attraction in the State of Western Australia.  
We must value add to that.  We have the expertise, the employees and the workers who can do that.  We must 
ensure that we have an investment in infrastructure that adds to not only the economy but also the other things 
the arts provide.  The evidence of the benefits of that can be seen all over the world.  An investment in the arts 
has tremendous benefits for crime reduction and for the health of the community.  

It is being said in London now that rather than investing more money in the British health system, which is 
probably at financial saturation point, a dollar invested in the arts or public transport will result in a 10-fold 
improvement in health.  All the evidence is available to show the importance of investment in the arts in the 
development of our society. 

One of the big issues of the electorate of Perth is a home for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  I 
understand that one of the five local councils in my electorate, the City of Perth, met on Tuesday night and made 
a commitment to the minister’s proposal to fund a new home within the city for WASO.  I would be pleased to 
have an update on that.  Proposals such as this must be developed in partnership.  It is no good the State 
Government and the City of Perth putting their hands in their pocket to dig deep if the federal Government is 
saying it will not provide money.  It is important to have a partnership between the three tiers of government for 
arts capital infrastructure investment in this State.  

I refer also to the Western Australian Museum, which is housed in a building that has a wonderful mix of new 
architecture and heritage.  We must ensure that all parts of the museum, including the magnificent Hellenic 
Gallery are funded properly so that they can provide not only maximum availability but also maximum return on 
government investment.  If we could improve beautiful venues such as the Hellenic Gallery and make them 
available for private functions we could garner a greater financial return for the Museum and other arts activities.  

I refer also to the eventual closure in about 2008 of the Playhouse Theatre, which is our small lyric theatre.  
Much has been said about a new lyric theatre, and the previous Government talked about it, but no money was 
allocated in the forward estimates for it.  We must think ahead.  The year 2008 might be outside the four-year 
estimates, but a Government showing leadership must make decisions and look to the future.  

We have a cultural centre linking our library, our Museum, and our wonderful Art Gallery of Western Australia.  
It is an occupied space; it is not just bricks.  The bricks were laid and the gum trees in the vicinity were 
established at the instigation of Ron Davies during the Burke Government in the 1980s.  No major infrastructure 
has been spent on it since.  It is a disgrace.  It is a perfect example of how lack of investment in the arts and its 
infrastructure can lead to crime.  That area has become a crime hot spot.  If investment in that area were made in 
not only capital projects but also arts activities, there would be a corresponding decrease in crime.  At present it 
is a place in which the street doctor parks to attend to health problems in the city.  Itinerants and others gather 
there.  Rather than trying to address health problems, we should be looking at their prevention.  An investment in 
arts and community development tackles problems at their source.  That is preferable to feeding a health system 
to tackle the results of those problems.   

The previous Government floated great ideas such as creating a lyric theatre at the Subiaco Theatre Centre.  
However, not a cent was allocated in the forward estimates.  It is no good having ideas; they must be backed up 
with firm commitments, firm plans and firm leadership. 
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MS McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.37 am]:  I thank the member for Perth very much 
for his attempts to raise in this House issues of great importance to the arts.  It is terrific to bring into Parliament 
debate on the arts, particularly the infrastructure.  This is a great opportunity to raise the pressures facing the 
Government and me as minister, which the member for Perth articulated very clearly.  I thank him for providing 
a very good outline of those key areas.  The member for Perth is correct in highlighting the importance of the 
arts to the economic and social fabric of our community.  

Much research reaffirms the economic contribution the arts make to the Western Australian economy.  The 
member for Perth is correct when he makes that very important link.  He also referred to the effects a vibrant arts 
community has on the health and wellbeing of individuals.  There is a very clear relationship between those two 
aspects.   

The Government intends to develop some initiatives over the next few years.  The establishment and 
maintenance of quality arts facilities is a key contributing factor to the vibrancy and vitality of the arts industry 
in Western Australia.  Quality venues promote participation in the cultural activities that we all want to enjoy, 
and also enhance our economy.  The Government is totally committed to improving and expanding those 
facilities throughout the State.  It also recognises that, as a capital city, Perth must have facilities that encourage, 
promote and ensure the establishment of a world-class arts environment.  

The member for Perth is also correct in saying that for many years the Department of Culture and the Arts has 
planned and consulted on many infrastructure needs.  However, the plans remained unfunded.  Some very good 
ideas have been proposed, but the necessary funding has not been allocated.  We can now begin to tackle those 
projects.  My vision is that, by 2008, in line with the State Government’s 10-year capital investment plan for 
culture and the arts and subject to the forward estimates being maintained, we will have addressed many of the 
issues that the member for Perth has articulated.   

We must plan now for a new performing arts venue.  The Playhouse Theatre is being decommissioned and talks 
are under way with the arts community.  I had a meeting this week with Black Swan Theatre Company Ltd, and 
a theatre conference will be held in July to bring players together to plan for creative facilities and artistic 
development.   

We have a magnificent concert hall, but it needs maintenance.  A huge backlog of maintenance has been 
documented, and this Government will address that.  Controversy has surrounded the redevelopment of the Perth 
cultural centre for many years.  It is as dear to me as it is to the member for Perth.  We must improve the overall 
ambience of the centre so that it is a safe environment and promotes the Perth’s cultural life.  I have already 
referred to the new Broome Performing Arts and Cultural Centre, which extends facilities to a regional and 
remote area, and the Bunbury Regional History Museum.   

We can deliver these projects because the Government has built into the 2005 forward estimates significant 
funding to provide a Government - hopefully this Government, because it has the vision and drive to deliver - 
with the capacity to come to terms once and for all with the need to update and maintain our arts infrastructure. 

My vision is to replace the Museum in the long term.  However, planning funding will assist in the development 
of a solution to meet the long-term needs of the Museum for storage and exhibition space and to deal with the 
accommodation at Francis Street.  It is a terrific facility, but it needs a major overhaul.   

I have already indicated my disappointment that the federal Government’s recent budget did not include a 
commitment to the Western Australian Symphony Orchestra.  However, on Tuesday night, the City of Perth 
decided to reaffirm the commitment it made in September to the symphony orchestra project.  It will continue to 
work with the State Government and assist in making a further request to the federal Government for its 
contribution.  It also authorised the expenditure of $15 000 for the preparation of a performing arts precinct 
master plan for the Concert Hall area.  I am delighted that the City of Perth has reaffirmed its commitment to that 
project and that it is very serious in its collaboration with the State Government.  We have two partners who are 
totally committed; the difficulty is the federal Government, which has not been forthcoming.  The State 
Government, WASO and I will continue to apply pressure to the federal Government.   
 


